Bob Jones March 9 Quiz

Goren on Bridge: Weekly bridge quiz
GOREN BRIDGE MARCH 9, 2024

Q 2 — North-South vulnerable
MMES53IVAIBAVAIEE ]

Q 1 — Neither vulnerable
A/VYTE87/50KI97&A175

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Pass 1 Pass 16
?

What call would you make?

Q 3 — East-West vulnerable
MMKIYKQ9534]978&AK

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
2 Pass 2NT Pass
3 Pass ?

What call would you make?

Q5 — North-South vulnerable
AMOVYAKIOS5440)T6ARALS

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
Pass Pass 1% Pass
2hF Pass ?

*Drury, at least 10 points
with a heart fit

What call would you make?

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1 Pass 1% Pass
2 Pass 7

What call would you make?

Q 4 — Both vulnerable

AMAJQT7YAT3¢VoideKQT875

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1& 2 ?

What call would you make?

Q 6 — East-West vulnerable
A& TAY98340KQJ #6432

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1a 1v ?

What call would you make?

Look for answers on Monday.



Bob Jones March 9 Quiz

Question 1 Question 1

Q 1 — Neither vulnerable 44 responses

A/WTBE/50KIO7&A)TS @ Pass

@ Double

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST INT

Pass 1 Pass 1a

2
Bob Jones X Dbl. You're protected by being a passed hand. Partner will do nothing to
hurt you.

Steve Vogel Pass My diamond honors are poorly placed (in front of opener), and my
strength in the unbid suits (5 points) is not enough to make a takeout double. My partners and |
will reopen the bidding when appropriate in passout seat, but | see no need for action at this
point.

Joe Muenks Pass Because | have 13 cards is no reason to bid every hand with a couple of
points. We like to aggressively balance but at this point we might give away distribution to the
opponents if we take any action.

Bob Fisk Pass This isn't quite the right hand to sneak in a passed-hand double or
Sandwich NT bid. Change my hand slightly to x KJxx xxx Alxxx, and | happily bid INT. | like to
play that a INT bid by a passed hand in the "sandwich position" shows exactly five cards in the
lower-ranking unbid suit and four in the higher-ranking unbid suit. A double in the same
position by a passed hand shows 5-4 in the higher/lower unbid suits respectively. With 5-5
shape, bid 2NT.

Steve Moese Pass Sure, | have 4-4 in the round suits, but my diamond values are not
pulling full weight in this auction.

Mike Ma X | am a passed hand, so partner knows my hand cannot be that good. It

is speak now or forever hold my peace ©. If | pass, and west bids 1NT, X by me would be lead
directing for spades.
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Question 2 Question 2

Q. 2 — North-South vulnerable 44 responses
AAE53YAI840A)806%] @ 3NT ‘
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST ¢ iET —
1% Pass 1% Pass @®2s

2 Pass ? ®:D

Bob Jones 3NT Thereis no slam, there is no fit, so don’t waste time. Bid 3NT.

Steve Vogel 2¢ | am not yet sure of our best contract, and | need more information
from partner. The best way to do this is to make a forcing bid. | could bid 24, but that would
suggest longer hearts, and partner has already denied 4 spades. | believe the best bid for now is
24.

Joe Muenks 3NT Values, stoppers, no slam aspirations given a mismatch with partner's

hand. Note, too, | woulda responded 1¢ with such a strong hand bidding up the line with fours.
(We pass over diamonds with 6-10 points since we have a one-bid hand and do not want to
miss an 8-card major.)

Bob Fisk 3NT Partner doesn't have four spades or four hearts, so there's no reason to
prolong the auction. Bid what you think you can make (i.e., bid what you think others can make
if you're not that good at declaring).

Steve Moese 3NT Partner has a minimum and might have 4 diamonds on this auction, but
cannot have a 4-card Major. NT simply scores better.

Mike Ma 3NT Opener has denied 4 spades, and your side don't have enough for slam
with the club misfit. So 3NT should be your contract. The only consideration is who should
declare. With your hand, it may be better for north to play 3NT. E.g. if she has #Qx. You may be
able to do that with a 24 artificial forcing bid. The flip side is you will give opps info to defend.
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Question 3 Question 3

Q 3 — East-West vulnerable 44 responses

AMAKIYKQI9534]978AK @ 3NT @ 4C
® 4NT @ 6D

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 4H @ BNT

2 Pass 2NT Pass @50

3 Pass ? @ No Answer

Bob Jones 3NT Partner has shown a minimum, so give up on slam. Which game should
you bid, 3NT or 5¢? We like 3NT.

Steve Vogel 3NT If partner has the ¢KQ and AY, we belong in 6NT. Partner’s 3¢ rebid
denies a strong holding like that. Given that, | believe 3NT will most often be our best spot.

Joe Muenks 6¢ What was 2NT, usually they tell us, so I'm guessing here that partner is

showing a good suit. In most partnerships we bid 4% over 2¢ which is poor man's keycard so |
learn about YA and ¢AKQ, stopping in 5¢ if slam isn't there.

Bob Fisk 3NT Partner doesn't have ¢ AKQxxx, since they would have bid 3NT over

2NT. Partner doesn't have the YA, since they would have bid 3¥ over 2NT to show a feature
(that's the default interpretation of 2NT in these quizzes). Even if partner has a magic hand (xx
Jx AKxxxx xxx), diamonds still have to be 2-2 (or 3-1 with a stiff Queen) to make six.

Steve Moese 3NT We assume partner has shown a minimum hand. Ours is just enough to
have good play for 3NT.

Mike Ma N/A 1don't know what 2NT and 34 mean, and why south did not bid 2.

Personally | would have bid 4% over 2¢ as preempt BW. If partner shows 0 or 1 without queen,
| would sign off in 4NT. Otherwise | would put us in 6¢.
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Question 4 Question 4

Q. 4 — Both vulnerable 44 responses

4AJ97YAT734-2KQT875 ® 3D )
@ Double

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 4D
1 2 ? ®2s
®3C
® 5D
® s5c

Bob Jones 3¢ You have much to do, perhaps ending in a grand slam. Start with 3¢,

showing a club fit and at least invitational values.

Steve Vogel X | believe my best two options are a takeout double and cuebidding 3¢.

Yes, 4¢ is an option, but | believe that takes up too much space. Clubs is very likely our best
spot, but partner could be 4-4-2-3 on this auction, so | am inclined to make a takeout double. |

know some might jump all the way to 6%, but | prefer to do some exploring first, at the risk of
the opponents making a further preempt in diamonds.

Joe Muenks X I'm not concerned partner will pass since we open most hands with
both minors with 1¢. I'm not concerned partner will insist upon hearts since we're likely playing

44, 64 or 6%/7% and | think | can guide us there. (Note we do not bid 3¢ which sets clubs as
trump, possibly missing a better scoring spade contract.)

Bob Fisk 5¢  (Exclusion Keycard Blackwood for clubs). If partner has no keycards
outside of diamonds, we'll be in 6%%. If partner shows one, I'll bid 5NT to guarantee all the
keycards. If partner holds a hand similar to KQx KQx xxx Axxx, partner will bid 7¢. It helps that

east is vulnerable, since they'll have a better diamond suit for their 2¢ preempt (AKQxxxx
perhaps). If partner passes my 5¢ with a shrug, I'll get a new partner.

Steve Moese 4¢  Splinter raise of clubs! Partner should show a control card ( K or 0/1

suit). And we can explore slam. If partner rebids 5% we subside.

Mike Ma 4¢  Icould X and hope partner bids spades. But if she does not, it will
become awkward. Slam is so possible that | will make immediate probe for it confirming clubs.

Another option is 5¢ Exclusion, committing to slam, but | can't see how that helps finding about
the major honors.
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Question 5 Question 5
Q5 — North-South vulnerable 44 responses
AOYAKOS544)Te4&A)5 ® 4
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST o
Pass Pass 1% Pass ® H

2% Pass 7

Bob Jones 49¥  You have no slam opposite a passed hand and you want to be in game.
Don’t waste time. Bid 49.

Steve Vogel 49  Rather than giving the opponents more information, | prefer to make a
considered jump to 49.

Joe Muenks 4%  |see game as a near-certainty and a slam as a rare lucky make, so we
just bid the makeable contract.

Bob Fisk 20  (Asking for more information). If partner shows 4+ hearts and a
singleton diamond, we might very well have slam (picture partner with Axxx Qxxx x KQxx).

Steve Moese 2¢  The suit where we need help. While we have 15 HCP, the #Q is
worthless unless partner can support it. Besides, we have 7 losers and cannot be sure we have
a 9-card fit in hearts. If partner has help in diamonds we might have a shot at 10 tricks in hearts.

Mike Ma 4¥Y  Obviously we are not playing < 4¥. If partner has Axx, Qxxx, x, KQxxx,
6% would be a perfect contract. So it depends on whether you have the tools for finding out.

Bob Fisk 2¢ works well for it. But | don't want to reveal a lot of information searching for some
low % hand.
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Question 6 Question 6
Q 6 — East-West vulnerable 44 responses
MTAVYOB3A40KQJI #6432 :F'E'Ss
2C

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST ANT
1 1w ? ® 3iC
® 1S

Bob Jones 2%  Don’t worry that partner might only have 3 clubs. This is your only

chance to compete. Bid 2.

Steve Vogel Pass With a 3-3-3-4 hand and 4 small clubs, | do not believe this hand is

worth a bid of 2. This one seems like a definite “pass” to me.

Joe Muenks Pass | might bid later but there's nothing to say this round, given 1NT should

deliver a heart stopper and 2% requires 5 in case partner has 3 small.

Bob Fisk Pass 2% seems odd with this hand, although that's obviously my alternative
bid.

Steve Moese 2%  We have values for a simple raise and no 4-card Major. Our shape is
very poor. Passing is an option. Bridge is a bidders game.

Mike Ma 16 |play that 14 DENIES 4+ spades and not suitable for bidding INT or 2m.
That fits this hand. | am OK with passing, and if | play standard X/14, | would probably P. But
change the #J to #K, you would be too good to pass, but you won't have a good bid. That is why
many players have switched to the 14 denying 4+ way (or 18 =4+, X = 3-)



03/09/24 1 2 3 4 5 6
Bob Jones X | 3NT | 3NT | 3 49 | 2%
Steve Vogel Pass| 2 3NT | X 49 | Pass
Joe Muenks Pass| 3NT | 6 X 49 | Pass
Bob Fisk Pass | 3NT | 3NT | 5 Pass
Steve Moese Pass | 3NT | 3NT | 4 2%
Al Venosa X 3NT | 3NT | 24 3¢ | Pass
Anne Cobb Pass| 2 SNT | 3& | 29 | INT
AnnR X 26 | 3NT| X 2 2%
Bob K X | 3NT|3NT| 3 49 | 2%
Carl Willig X BNT | 3NT | 3 49 | Pass
Carol Wilson X 2NT | 3NT | 3 2 Pass
Chuck X | SNT | 4NT [ 3 | 49 [Pass
Darleen Pass| 2NT | 3NT | 24 | 49 | 2&
Dave Pass| 26 | 3NT| X 49 | 3
Dave Dressman Pass| 2 3NT | 4 49 | Pass
Dean Congbalay Pass| 3NT | 3NT | X 49 | 2%
Doug Edwards Pass| 2 3NT | 3 29 | Pass
Ed Pass| 2 4% | 3 49 | Pass
Gary Busch INT | 2NT | ANT | 4 2 Pass
Gary Herrington Pass| 3NT | 49 | 3 49 | 2%
James D Pass | 3NT | 3NT | 3 49 | Pass
James Jacobson Pass| 3NT | 3NT | 3% | 29 | Pass
Jay Gala X [3NT | 3NT | 4 2 Pass
Jim Barrett X | 3NT | 3NT | 3 49 | Pass
JohnMcQ X [ 3NT | 3NT| 3 49 | 2%
Jon Hoak Pass| 3NT [ 3NT | 3 49 | INT
Jusie Clendening Pass| 3NT | 6NT | 3 29¥ | Pass
Kevin H. Pass| 3NT | 3NT | X 49 | Pass
Lanny Pass| 26 | 3NT| X 49 | Pass
Linda X [3NT| 5 X 2 Pass
Martha Pass | 3NT | 3NT X 49 | 2&
Mike Burns INT | 2 ANT | 3 49 |[Pass
Mike Ma X [3NT| NA| 4 49 | 14
Monica Pass| 3NT | 49 | 4 49 |[Pass
Pam Campbell Pass | 3NT | 4% 3 49 | INT
Phyllis Pass| 3NT | ANT | 26 | 4% | Pass
Rick Read Pass| 2NT | 5 5de | 49 | 2&
Rod X [3NT|3NT| X 2V | 2%
Sally X [ 3NT | 3NT| X 49 | Pass
Zigang Pan X | 3NT | 3NT| 3 2 Pass

Pass| 3NT | 3NT | X 4% |Pass
Pass| 3NT [ 3NT | 3 49 [ Pass
Pass| 3 ANT | 3 49 | Pass
Pass| 3NT | 3NT | 3 2 2%
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Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4 Question § Question &
A responses Hresponaes responars A msgonies 4 responses
P oo onT @i .0 N
Double L T @ Nt L x©
The Field: & o LT Nt
. o o c
.0 ® o ansver .

03/09/24

Q.1 - Neither wulnerable
AI¥TEI54KI9T7T@A1TS
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

Pass 1% Pass 14
2

@2 - North-South vulnerable
SAGSIYAIBALAIGGS)
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1% Pass 1v Pass
i Pass 7

Q3 - East-West wulnerable

SAKI¥KQISIHIOTRAK
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
20 Pass INT  Pass
30 Pass ?

Q4 - Both wulnerable
®AJITWATI4-8KQTETS
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
w2 7

Q5 - North-South vulnerable
SOYAKISALITEASALS
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
Pass  Pass 1¥ Pass
24 Pass ?

@6~ East-West vulnerable
#)TAVIBA4KQI#6432
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
14 pL

Bob Jones

Dbl. YouTs protected by being a
passed hand. Parner will do nathing to
hurt you.

There Is no siam, there is no fit,
50 don't waste time. Bid 3NT.

Pariner has shown a minimum, sof

You have no siam opposite a

glve up on slam.
should you bid. 3NT or 5+7 We
ke 3NT.

¥ to do, perhaps ending ina
Start with 3¢, t
jand st lesst invitational values

you want 1o b In
lgame. Don't waste time. Bid 4¥.

Don't worry that partner might
lonly have 3 clubs. This s your
lonly chance to compate. Bid 2.

Bob Fisk

My diamand honors are poorly piaced
(in tront of opanar), and my strength in
the unbid suits (5 paints) s not anough

1am not yet sure of our best
contract, and | need more:
informaticn fram partner. The best

to make a takeout double. My par
and | will recpen the bidding when
appropriate in passout seat. but | see
no need for action at this point.

Bacause | have 13 cards Is no reason
1o bid every hand with a couple of
points. We like to aggressively balance
but at this point we might give away
distrioution ta the opponents if we take

NT bid. Change my hand sightly ta x
Koot A, and | happly bid INT. |
like o play that a 1NT bid by a passed
hand in the "sandwich position” shows
exactly five cards in the lower-ranking
unbid suit and fou In the higher-
ranking unbid sult, A doubie In the
same positicn by a passed hand
shows 5-4 in the higher lower unbid
suits respectively. With 5-5 shape, bid
2NT.

wiay 1o do foreing
bid. | could bid 26, but that would
suggest longer hearts. and
partner has already denied 4
spades. | balleve the best bid for
now is 2+,

Valuss, stoppers, no slam
aspirations given a mismateh with
partner's hand. Note. 100, | woukla
responded 1+ with

f partner has the +KQ and A¥.
we balong in 6NT. Partner's 3¢
rebict denies a strong halding like
that. Given that, | believe 3NT wil
most often be our best spot.

What was 2NT, usually they tell

s, 50 I guessing here that

partner Is showing a good suit In
w bid 44 over|

[believe my best two options are a takeout
[double and cugbidding 3¢. Yes, 4¢ Is an
loption. but | belleve that takes up toe much
[space. Clubs is very likely our best spat, but
[partner could be 4-4-2-3 o this auction, 501
\am inclined to make a takeout double. |
[know some might jump all the way o 68,
lbut | prefer ta do some exploring first, at the
risk of the opponents making & further

[im not concermed pariner will pass since we
lopen most hands with beth minars with 1+.
/fm ot concamed partner will Insist upon

hand bigding up the ine with
fours. (We pass over diamonds
with 6-10 points since we have a
‘one-bid hand and do not want to.
miss an 8-card major.)

Pariner doesn’ nave four spades
of four heans, so there's no
reason to prolong the auction, Bid
what you think you can make (i.e..
bid what you think ciners can
ke if you're not that good at
declaring).

2¢ which Is poor man's keycard
501 learn about WA and +AKQ.
stopping In 5+ If siam ksnt there.

Partner doesn’t have +AKQuxx,
since they would have bid 3NT
over 2NT. Partner doesn’t have
the WA since they would have
bid 3¥ over 2NT to show a
foature (tnat's the default
interpretation of 2NT in these
quizzes). Even If partner has a
magic hand o: Jx Ao o),
alamonds stil nave to be 2-2 (or
3-1 with a stiff Queen) to make
six.

ve're likely piaying 44, 64 or
(6474 and | think | can guide us there,
|(Note we do not bid 34 which sets clubs as
trump. possicly missing a betier scoring
|space contract )

[(Exclusion Keycara Blackwood for chbs). If
|partner has no keycards outside of
ldiamands, we'l be in 64 If partner shows
jone, Fll bid SNT to guarantee all the
[keycards. If partner holcs a hand similar to
KO KQi 000 Ao, partner will bid 74 It
|heips that east is vuinerable. since they'l
|have a better diamond suit for their 24

np If partner
[passes my ¢ with a shrug, 1l get a new
lpartner.

Rather than giving the opponents
mare information. | prefer to make
a considersd jump to 4¥.

| 522 game &5 a near-certainty and
2 slam as & rare lucky make, 5o we|
st bid the makeable contract.

(Asking for more information). If
partner shows 4+ hearts and a
singleton diamond, we might very
well have siam (picture partner
with Ao Qoo x KQu).

[With a 3-3-3-4 hand and 4 small
|clubs, | do not believe this hand is
|worth a bid of 24 This ane
|seams like a definite “pass” to
Ime.

|| might bid later but there's
nothing to say this round, given
1NT should deliver a heart
|stopper and 24 requires 5 in
lcase pariner has 3 small,

|24 seems odd with this hand,
|although that's obviously my
|alternative bid.

Sure, | hava 4-4 in the round suits, but
my diamond values are not pulling full
weight i this auction.

Partner has & minimum and might
have 4 diamonds on this auction,
but cannot have a 4-card Major.
NT simply scores betier.

Ve assuma partner has shown a
minimum hand. Gurs is just
enough to have good play for
INT.

| Spiinter raise of clubs! Partner should show
la control card ( K or 0/1 suit), And we can
(sxplors slam,. If partner rebics 54 we
Isubsice.

The suit where we need help.
While we have 15 HCP, the #Q is
worthless Unless partner can
suppert il Besides, we have 7
losers and cannct be sure we have|
2 9-card fit In hearts. I pariner has
help in giamonds we might have a

shot at 10 iricks In hearts.

|We have values for a simple raise
land o 4-card Major. Our shape
s very poor. Passing is an option.|
Bridge Is 2 bidders game.

Al Venosa

Bob K

Carl Willig

Chuck

X

Darleen Pass 4v

Pass 4y
Pass 4v

Dave Dressman
Dean Congbalay

Fd Pass av
Gary Busch 24 |Help suit ask

Pass 4y
Pass 29

James D
James Jacobson

Jim Barrett X 4v
JohnMeQ X 4v

BNT Fid
3NT av

lusie Clendening
Kevin H.

Pass

Linda 5¢ 24
Martha 3NT 4v

Mike Ma MIA
Ménica 4%

| don't know what 3+ means 4av
Kickback v

4NT av
4¥

Phiyllis
Rick Read 5¢

Sally av
Zigang Pan 24

4y
4y
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