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Question 1 

 

 
 

Bob Jones 1♦ The 5-card suit and the 2 working 10’s make this hand too good for 1NT. 

Open 1♦, intending to rebid 2NT. 
 

Steve Vogel 1♦ This hand is worth 18+ points, 17HCP plus additional points for the good 

5-card diamond suit as well as the 10’s in the minors. Accordingly, I believe it is too strong for a 

1NT opening. My plan is to open 1♦ with the expectation of rebidding 2NT over partner’s 
expected 1-level response. 
 

Joe Muenks 1♦ The ♣T with the ♦J and ♦T in a good 5 card suit lead me to upgrade this 

hand as an 18 pointer, so I open 1♦ and bid 2NT next. Starting 1♦ means essentially forcing any 
6 pt hand to game whereas opening 1NT is where you'll play it if partner has 6 or 7. This hand 
feels like one that will make many times when partner has fewer than 8. 
 

Bob Fisk 1♦ I'm going to rebid 2NT.  While this hand is technically in the 15-17 

range, it behaves more like a hand in the 18-19 HCP range.  If you generate 20 7-HCP hands for 
partner, I'm willing to bet that 18.4 of them will have a strong chance to make 3NT opposite 
this hand.  Let's make one randomly--Jxx Qxx Qxx Qxxx.  Sweet. 
 

Steve Moese 1♦ I treat this as an upgrade and will intend to rebid 2NT next. The online 

tool shows that  this hand is closer to 19 than 17!!   
http://bridge.thomasoandrews.com/evaluator/#K85,K8,AK1075,KJ10   
1♦ offers two advantages: 
1) We have a clearer path to a diamond slam if right, and  
2) We will bid making games and slams that others might miss.   
 

Otto Walter  1♦ - Opening 1 diamond allows your to rebid 2NT showing 18-19 points.  That 

gives partner a better picture of your hand.  
 
  

http://bridge.thomasoandrews.com/evaluator/#K85,K8,AK1075,KJ10
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Question 2 

 

 
 

Bob Jones 2NT This hand will probably play at least 3 tricks better in diamonds than in 

no trump. Use whatever method you have to sign off in diamonds. For us, it is 2NT – a transfer 
to diamonds. 
 

Steve Vogel 2NT (Diamonds) This is a close call. We may be better off in a 1NT contract 

versus a 3-level diamond contract, but I believe the odds favor the higher level diamond 
contract, given my lack of help in all other suits. In imps, I might be more inclined to pass 1NT, 
and hope partner has a decent source of tricks. 
 

Joe Muenks 2NT This is close to just pass and let partner struggle, but the opponents 

probably have a major partial they could find, so I'll play 3♦ (or partner will) and I assume we'll 
get 2 more tricks with diamonds trump than in no trump. Scary hand, though. 
 

Bob Fisk 2NT (Diamonds).  I play this as a transfer to Diamonds.  If partner bids 3♦, I'll 

pass.  If partner bids 3♣ (i.e., partner is allergic to Diamonds), I'll bid 3♦.  Bridge is easy! 
 

Steve Moese Pass 7 tricks will be hard, but 9 tricks will be even tougher.  Since we have no 

way to stop in 2♦, I will pass and hope they reopen.  The vulnerability stops me from 

transferring to 3♦. 
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Question 3 

 

 
 

Bob Jones 2♥ Opening 1♥ in third position would not be a crime, but we prefer to 

ramp up the pressure and take advantage of the position and the vulnerability. Open 2♥. 
 

Steve Vogel 1♥ Third seat non-vulnerable, I definitely want to take the opportunity to 

get partner off to a heart lead if the opponents buy the contract, or we could end up buying the 
contract. 
 

Joe Muenks Pass We love to stretch to open in 3rd seat and even 4th seat at times, but I'll 

be a little better than this to open myself like 11 HCP in a square hand or a rule of 20/22 hand 
or a rule of 15 hand with spades. 
 

Bob Fisk 1♥ Light 3rd-seat opener.  I'd open 2♥ if you took away my ♦K. 

 

Steve Moese 1♥ 3rd seat this is a fine 1-level opening.   
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Question 4 

 

 
 

Bob Jones 4♠ This hand is not quite worth a slam try. Just bid 4♠. 

 

Steve Vogel 4♠ Another close call. Based on the bidding (partner did not bid 2♥ over 

Stayman), I expect partner to have 4 spades, 2-3 hearts and, therefore, 6-7 cards in the minors. 
My 3 small clubs are a big liability, making slam unlikely. Yes, partner could have the perfect 
hand for slam, but if I invite (by bidding 3♥ in our system), we will get to an unmakeable slam 

too often. If I had the ♠Q instead of the Jack, I would invite slam. 
 

Joe Muenks 5♠ You might play this differently with different partners, but you are on 

the cusp of slam points, your off suit is phenomenal but you cannot ask aces with 2 quick losers 
in even ONE suit, and we have 2 wretched suits, so we'll offer a general spade slam try and 
announce our 2 quick loser problem. 
 

Bob Fisk 3♥ I play that a bid of three of the other major in an auction that begins 

1NT-2♣; 2M shows strong slam interest in partner's major (Baze).  This allows the auction 1NT-
2♣; 2M-4NT to be purely quantitative (i.e., I had the other major and around 16 HCP).  It also 
allows the auction 1NT-2♣; 2M-4♣ to show strong slam interest in partner's major and a 
splinter in Clubs. 
 

Steve Moese 4♠ This is a great hand opposite 4 spade cards and partner could have just 

the right cards to make a small slam. But look closer.  Give partner A752 AJ2 109 AKJ6 and slam 
still requires two finesses and a 3-2 trump break.  That’s well under 17% by my rough 
calculation.  We need something like Q752 AK2 109 AKJ6 opposite and even that is at best 
34%!! (68% trumps are 3-2 times 50% for the onside ♣Q).   
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Question 5 

 

 
 

Bob Jones 1♥ Bid 1♥. Should they persist in clubs, you can double at your next turn 

without showing extra values. 
 

Steve Vogel X The big question is whether to overcall 1♥ or double (yet another close 

call). My heart suit is very strong, suggesting the overcall, but given my void, if partner has 4 
spades, a 4-4 fit will tend to play better than a 5-3 fit where I may lose trump control. I would 
choose a takeout double (and hope partner does not pass with club length). 
 

Joe Muenks 1♥ Double, burying your 5th heart will often work to find the best trump 

suit, but I'll see if partner has 3 hearts this round and if not I hope I can double next time to 
show support everywhere. Or if West declares spades or NT I've gotten partner off to a good 
lead. 
 

Bob Fisk 1♥ I'll double at my next turn.  Picture the auction continuing (1♣)-1♥-(2♣)-

Pass; (Pass)-Double.  If I double immediately, partner is going to bid 1♦ holding Qxx Kxx Kxxx 
xxx, and we'll get a bad matchpoint score. 
 

Steve Moese 1♥ I prefer to show my 5-card Major when I can.  Here I can rebid spades 

when appropriate. By the way, agree to allow partner to bid 1♠ on 4 cards here as if they did 

not open the bidding ((1♣) - 1♥ - (P) - 1♠) and we never miss our 4-4 fit. Never.  I strongly dislike 
Michaels here and discourage partners from bidding that way. Save that two-suited cuebid for 
55+ shapes. 
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Question 6 

 

 
 

Bob Jones 2♥ Bid 2♥. Partner will bid 2♠ next if he has four of them. 

 

Steve Vogel 2♠ Partner’s 2♣ bid does not deny 4 spades, so I choose to rebid 2S over 

bidding 2NT (which in our system shows 6+ hearts). Over partner’s expected 2NT or 3♣ rebid, I 
will bid 3♥ showing 4-6 shape in the majors. 
 
 

Joe Muenks 2♥ With minimum hands with a 6 card major I like to open then rebid 2 of 

that major, like here. I do not deny 4 spades, so partner might bid those next. 
 

Bob Fisk 2♠ During an auction, your job is to show partner as many of your cards as 

you can without cheating.  If you simply rebid 2♥ here to show your sixth Heart, you've shown 

partner six cards.  If you rebid 2♠ here, you've shown partner nine cards.  Nine is more than six 
(I checked that on Wikipedia).  If partner doesn't raise either major with their rebid, you'll bid 
3♥. 
 

Steve Moese 2♠ We have an easy rebid here showing 9+ of our cards instead of only 6 of 

them. We can show our 6th heart next.  2S does not show extra values.  
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1 2 3 4 5 6
Bob Jones 1♦ 2NT 2♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♥
Steve Vogel 1♦ 2NT 1♥ 4♠ X 2♠

Joe Muenks 1♦ 2NT Pass 5♠ 1♥ 2♥

Bob Fisk 1♦ 2NT 1♥ 3♥ 1♥ 2♠
Steve Moese 1♦ Pass 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♠

Al Venosa 1NT Pass 2♥ 3♦ X 2♠
Carl Willig 1NT 2♠ 1♥ 4♠ X 2♥ 

Carol Wilson 1NT Pass 1♥ 3♥ 1♥ 2NT

Cathy W 1♦ 2♠ 1♥ 3♦ 1♥ 2♥ 

Cecilia 1NT 2NT 1♥ 3♦ 1♥ 2♥ 

Chuck 1NT Pass 1♥ 4♠ X 2♠
Dave 1NT Pass 1♥ 4NT X 2♠
Dean Congbalay 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ X 2♠
Doug Edwards 1NT Pass Pass 4♠ 1♥ 2♥ 

Ed 1♦ Pass Pass 3♦ 1♥ 3♥ 

Gary Busch 1NT Pass 2♥ 4♠ 2♣ 2♥ 

Greg 1NT 3♣ Pass 4♣ 1♥ 2♠
James Jacobson 1NT Pass Pass 3♦ 1♥ 2♥ 

Jay Gala 1NT 2NT 1♥ 3♦ X 2♥ 

Jim Barrett 1NT 2NT 1♥ 3♦ X 2♠
JohnMcQ 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ X 2♥ 

Jon Hoak 1♦ 2NT 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♥ 

Jusie. Clendening 1NT Pass Pass 4♠ 1♥ 2♠
Kevin C. 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2NT

Kevin H. 1NT 2NT 2♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♠
Lanny 1NT Pass 1♥ 4♠ X 2♠
Linda 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♠
Martha 1♦ Pass 1♥ 4♠ X 2♠
Mike Burns 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ X 2♥ 

Mónica 1NT Pass 1♥ 4NT 1♥ 2♠
Nell Wickstrom 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♥ 

Pam Campbell 1NT 2NT 1♥ 3♥ 1♥ 2NT

Pete Outcalt 1NT 2NT 1♥ 4♠ X 2♥ 

Rick Read 1♦ 2♠ Pass 4♠ 1♥ 2♥ 

Rod 1NT Pass 1♥ 4♠ X 2♥ 

Sue 1NT Pass 1♥ 3NT X 2♠
Terri Mackey 1NT Pass Pass 4♠ X 2♠
Zigang Pan 1♦ Pass 1♥ 4♦ X 2♥ 

1NT 2♠ 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2♥ 

1NT 2♣ 1♥ 4♠ 1♥ 2NT
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